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bestow much time and pains on the Study of Languages in order
to their more easy conversing with those of other Nations. Tis
said of Mithridates, King of Pontus, that he was skilled in Two
and twenty several Tongues which were spoken with several
Provinces under his Dominion. Which, though it were a very
extraordinary attainment, yet how short a remedy was it against
the Curse of Confusion considering the vast multitude of
Languages that are in the World.

Besides this "most obvious advantage" he places the second,
or, as we should now say, the semantic aspect of language reform.
The design would likewise contribute much

to the clearing of some of our Modern differences in Religion by
unmasking many wild errors that shelter themselves in affected
phrases, which being Philosophically unfolded, and rendered
according to the general and natural importance of Words will
appear to be inconsistencies and contradictions. And several of
those pretended, mysterious and profound notions expressed in
great swelling words being this way examined will appear to be
either nonsense or very flat and jejune. And though it should be
of no other use but this, yet were it in these days well worth a
man's pains and study considering the Common mischief that is
done and the many impostures and cheats that are put upon men
under *he disguise of affected an4 insignificant phrases.

While confessing to slender expectations concerning the issue
of the attempt to establish either a real character or a philosophical
language for common use among the nations of the world, he
takes courage from contemplating improvements in the arts of
discourse, and cites two in particular:

Logarithms were an Invention of excellent Art and Usefulness.
And yet it was a considerable time before the Learned Men in
other parts did so farr take notice of them as to bring them into
use. The art of Shorthand is in its kind an ingenious device of
considerable usefulness much wondered at by travellers that have
seen the experience of it in England.1 And yet, though it be
above Three score years since it was first Invented, tis not to this

1 This probably refers to John Willis's book on the Art of Stenography.